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DOCTRINE. 





From Dr. Priestley’s Corruptions of Christianity. 
DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT. 
That Christ did not die to make satisfaction for the 
sins of men. 
CONCLUDED. 


Whar could have beena fairer opportunity 
for introducing the doctrine of satisfaction for 
sin by the death of Christ, than the evangelist 
Philip had, when he was explaining to the eu- 
nach the only prophecy in the Old Testament 
which can be construed to represent it 'n_ that 
light; and yet in the whole story, which is not 
a very concise one, there is no mention of il.— 
And when the eunuch declares his faith, which 
gave him a right to christian baptism, it 1s sim- 
ply this, * Jesus is the Son of God.” 

The apostle Peter, preaching to Cornelius, 
vie first of the proper Gentile converts, is still 
silent about this fundamental article of the chris- 
tian faith. Much he says of Jesus Christ, that 
God anointed him with the Holy Spirit, and with 
vower, that he went about doing good, &c. He 
also speaks of his death and resurrection, but 
wothing at all cf good works being accepted 
through his sufferings or merit. On the con- 
trary, What he says upon the occasion, may, 
without any forced construction, fe turned a- 
gainst this favorite opinion. Of a truth, I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of persons, but thai, 
mn every nation, he that feareth him, and worketh 

-ightcousness, ts accepted of him.—Acts x. 34. 

"Che apostie Paul before the Jews at Antioch, 
acts xiii. 28; at Thessalonica, ch. xvil.; before 
Agrippa, ch. xxvi.; and at Rome, ch. xxviii; on 
all these occasions, treats, and sometimes pretty 
largely, concerning the death of Christ; bat 
never with any other view than as an event that 
was foretold by the prophets. He shews the 
Jews the aggravation of their sins, and exhorts 
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portant an article of faith on mere hints and in- 
ferences from their writings ? 


dation. . 

It has been pretended, that the apprehension 
of some farther satisfaction being made to divine 
justice, besides repentance and reformation, is 
necessary to allay the fears of sincere penitents. 
They would else, it is said, be subject to perpet- 
ual alarms, lest all they could do would be in- 
effectual to restore them to the divine favour. 
| But till clear instances be produced of persous 
actually distressed with these fears and doubts, 
I can treat this case no other than ap imagina- 
ry one. 

In fact, there is no reason to believe that any 
of the human race, if they be left to their own 
natural unperverted apprehension of things, 
will ever fall into such doubts and uncertainties 
as ull mankind are sometimes represented to be 
involved in. On the contrary, that God isa 
merciful Being seems to have been a favourite 
opinion of all mankind in all ages; except in 
some religious systems in which the object of 
worship was not the true God, but some being 
of a low and revengetul nature, like the most 
capricious and depraved of mankind. We find 
no other sentiment in Job, or his triends, and 
certainly no other among the Ninevites, or a- 
mong the Jews of later ages, as the books of 
Apocrypha, Philo, Josephus, and all their later 
writings, testify. We also see nothing of any 
other opinion in the doctrine of the Hindoos, or 
other oriental nations. 

It is remarkable, that Dr. Clarke, when, like 
others before him, be represents all mankind as 
ahsolutely at a loss on what terms God would re- 
ceive offenders into his favour, produces not so 
much asa single fact or quotation, in support of 
what he asserts, though he is known to be pe- 
culiarly happy in his choice of the most perti- 
;nent ones on all other occasions. He gives us, 





The doctrine is| 
of too much importance {o stand on such a foun-| 





and future happiness, must we build so an im-| placability, which abound in the scriptures, must 


be sufficient to answer every purpose of that kind. 
It is urged, however, in favor of the doc trine’ 
of atonement, that the scheine is absolutely ne- 


| cessary in the moral government of God, be- 


' 


cause that, on diflerent principles, no satisfiuc- 
tion is made to his offended justice. But | an- 
swer, it becomes us ever to bear in mind that 
the divine justice is not a blind principle, which 
upon provocation, craves satisfaction indiscrim- 
inately, of all that come within its reach, or 
that throw themselves in its way. In the Deity, 
justice can be nothing more than a modification 
of goodness or benevolence, which is his sole gov- 
erning principle, the object and end of which 
is the happiness of his creatures and subjects. 
This happiness being of a moral nature, must 
be chietly promoted by such a constitution of 
the moral government we are under, as shall 
afford the most effectual motives to induce men 
to regulate their lives well. Every degree of 
severity therefore, that is so circumstanced as 
not to have this tendency, viz. to promote re- 
pentance and the practice of virtue, must be in- 
consistent with the fundamental principle of the 
moral government of God, and even with jus- 
tice itself, if it have the same end with divine 
goodness, the happiness of God’s creatures. 
Now, that any severity is necessary to be ex- 
ercised on such offenders as are truly penitent, 
even in human governments, is owing to the im- 
perfection of goveroment when administered, 
by men. For were magistrates judges of the 
hearts of men, there would result no manner of 
inconvenience from pardoning all offenders who 
were become truly penitent and reformed ; smce 
hereby the offenders themselves would become 
useful members of society. and the penetration 
of the magistrates would effectually prevent any 
persons from taking advantage of such lenity. 
This is exactly the case in the moral govern- 
ment of an all-seeing God. Ilere, therefore, 
measures formed upon the justest principles of 





them to repentance and to faith in Christ, but| indeed, a general reference to Plato's dicibiades| equity may be taken, without hazarding the 


nothing further. 


In his preaching to heathens| the second ; but | do not find, in all the conversa-) ends of government, measures which might be 


at Lystra, Acts xiv. and at Athens, ch. xvii. be/ tion between Socrates and Alcibiades in that di-| pernicious in any human administration, In the 


ness of the one living and true God; and ex 
horts them to turn from their lying vanities, for 
that though “at the time of their former igno- 
rance God had winked, he now commands all 
men every where to repent; because he has 
appointed a day wherein he will judge the 
world in righteousness, by that man whom he 
has ordained, whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men in that he bath raised him from the 
dead.”?”’ Now im all this, there ts not one word 
of the true gospel scheme of salvation by Jesus 
Christ, according to some. ‘There ts nothing 
evangelical; ail is legal and carnal. 

When we tind the aposties to be absolutely 
silept, where we cannot but think there was the 
greatest occasion to open themselves freely con- 
cerning the doctrine of atonement; whenvin their 
most serious discourses they make use of lan- 
guage that really sets it astde ; when they never 
once directly assert the necessity of any satis- 
faction for sin, or the insufficiency of on good 


‘of their uncertainty about the divine favor in 
icase of sincerity, or the least doubt that human 
| virtue is not of riself,a sufficient recommendation 
ito his acceptance. Allthat they appear to be at 
ia loss about is for some one to teach them what 
‘to pray for, lest, through their ignorance. they 
‘should ask of the Gods things hurtful to them- 
selves. ‘They express no want of any person to 
intercede with God for them, or one whose suf- 
ferings or merit, might avail with God for {heir 
, acceptance, 

Besides, if men should have any doubt con- 
cerning the divine placability, | do not see that 
ithey must therefore imagine that he wen!d ac- 
cept the sufferings of another instead of Liccrs ; 
but rather, that be woald be absolutely jae xora- 
ble, and rigorous, in exacting of themseclres the 
punishment of their crimes, Fears of this kind 
itis very possible that men may have enteriain- 
ed, but then there is nothing in the doctrine of 
‘atonement that is calculated to allay such 





; , : “ | ; . 
‘ discourses concerning the supremacy and good-| alogue, that either of them drops the least hint | all-perfect government of God, therefore, there 


is no occasion to exercise any severity, even on 
/peoilents themselves. How absurd then it 
'would be to exercise it on others, which yet 
ithe doctrine of atonement supposes. Certainly, 
then, it must give the mind unfavorable impres- 
‘sions of the divine government, which, if not 
corrected by something else, must have an un- 
‘friendly aspect upon their virtue, Yet, not- 
withstanding this. the influence whieh the doc- 
‘trine of atonement has ‘upon practice is sirong- 
‘ly urged in its fayenr. 

| Admitting, however. that the popular doctrine 
of atonement should raise our ideas of the jus- 
tice, or rather the severity of God, it must im 
the seme proportion, sink our ideas of his mer- 
cy; so that what the doctrine may have seem- 
ed to gain on the ove hand, it loses on the oth- 
er, And, moreover, though, in order to the 
forgiveness of sin, some farther-severity on the 
part of God he supposed necessary, yet, accord- 
mg ‘wv the doctrine of atonement, this severity 


works aione to entitle us to the favour of God | But the divine declarations concerning his own ts so circumstanced, as entirely to lose its eflect 
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eousness shall be as filthy rags.” 


186° 


For if the severity be to work upon men, the 
offenders themselves should feel it. It will be 
the same thiag with the bulk of mankind, who 


are the persons to be wrought upon, whether 


the Divine Being animadvert upon the vices 
that are repented of, or not, if the offenders 
know that they themselves shall never feel it. 
This disinterested generosity might, indeed in- 
duce some offenders to spare the lives of their 
substitutes ; but if the sufferings had been en- 
dured already by some of sufficient dignity, on 
the behalf of all future transgressors, it is im- 
possible to conceive how the consideration of it 
should be any restraint at all; since nothing that 
any man could then do would expose any ‘other 
to farther suffering. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


TWO CHANCES TO ONE, 


Ir is often asserted by the advocates of unlimited 
punishment, that they stand two chances for salvation 
to the Universalists one. Now this assertion borders 
hard upon the Calvinistic manner of giving mathemati- 
cal solutions to theological problems, which makes three 
mean only one, and one mean as many as three; for 
in what does their boasted pre-eminence consist? On- 
ly in this. If the salvation of all men is certain, then 
the Universalists have but one chance for salvation ;— 
but if endless misery for one half of the human race is 
certain, then the advocates for it stand two chances to 
be saved to ourone. What a singular rule for multi- 
plying chances is this; if all are saved you stand but 
one chance to be saved; but if one half only are Jost 
you stand two chances to be saved. Something like 
this; if a man owes me a debt which he can never can- 
cel into one half of the sum, then | stand two chances 
to get it; but if he is able to pay the whole sum and 
will do it without failure, then I stand but. one chance 
to get it. Give me the one chance and those may have 
the two, who are better able or more willing to lose 
their due. Whata glaring absurdity is this; and yet 
many make use of the above assertion with as much 
seeming triumph as though they supposed it an offspring 
of divine original. But for a man to contend that he 
stands two chances to save his life by plunging head- 
long into battle, to another’s one, who keeps himself 
secluded from the dangers and horrors of war, would 
betray either a natural weakness of mtellect or an un- 
fortunate derangement of the reasoning faculties of the 
mind. But on what do the Universalists rest their con- 
fidence and ground their hope? On nothing short of 
the eternal mercy and impartial love and benevolence 
of the God of salvation and life. 


Have Limiterians any 
other ground for hope than the goodness and me rey of 
God commended to us through Christ the Saviour?— 
Yes, they have something else on which they depend 
of course ; for if they have not, why do t! iey say if our 
foundation fails us, yours will take ns up, but if yours 
fail, you ure gone, beyond 
Imuplies 
from ours, and one which they think will stand whey 
ours fail. 
goodness of God established in Zion ; theirs must be the 


all recovery. This plainly 


that th ey have a foundation enti: ely distinct 
And as ours is the one which the merey and 


one different from that, and one which has no connec- 
tion with the goodness of the Father of spirits; or else 
it conld not remain sure after ours which is based on 
the mercy of God fails us. That our cause wil! be des- 
perate when the goodness of God and the foundation 
of Zion fails, I shall mot dispute, but 1 should very 
much question the durability cr profit of any other 
foundation laid by man. If they flatter themselves 
that their righteous works will initiate them into divine 
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this would be climbing up some other way. How aw- 
fully chagrined must such feel when they asce nded the 
ladder of self-righteoasness to the portals of heaven, 
could such an instance take place, and then be repuls- 
ed back again, loaded with the accusation of thieves 
heaven by deception, or to take it by force. 
the good works of men can save them, aside from di- 
vine mercy and goodness, then to seek the approbation 
of that goodness would be folly in the extreme. Good 


society and the happiness of mankind a strict deference 
ought to be paid to it. 
our souls we must cry “not unto us, 
God, but uuto thy name be all the glory.” 


BARZILLAI. 





not unto us, O 
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wwe 
Mn. Ep:1tor,—Though in common with a great ma- 
jority of more enlightened christians than myself, my 
dearest hopes are associated with and supported by the 
belief of a superior state of existence when our earth- 
ly bodies shall mingle with the dust, ! would not 
hastily reject the principles *‘ Zvu1sTaA’’ advocates in 
your Magazirge as erroneous. I would however, beg 
leave to ask an explanation of some of those passages 
of scripture which seem to imply an existence of the 
soul separate from*that of the body. To me it appears, 
that our Saviour’s reply to the petition of the thief on 
the cross carries in it the idea of an immediate and hap- 
py resurrection after the close of this state of 
and in the writings of Paul we read of ‘* a building of 
God a house not made with bands,’ which he appears 
confident of possessing after the dissolution of the body, 


being ; 


and that he believed in a separate existence is evident 
from his not knowing his situation with regard to this, 
when caught up into paradise, and from his desire to 
depart to be with Christ. If it is our duty to be spirit- 
ually minded, does it not necessarily imply that we 
have a spiritual nature? And does not the scripture 
which exhorts us to set our affections on things above, 
and not earthly things, naturally suggest the sentiment 
of our possessing a nature which has its origin in some- 
thing above or superior to earth? Inasmuch as man 
cannot derive his happiness from any thing that does 
originate in the principles of his existence, it must either 
be that he has a spiritual faculty, or has no capacity 
to enjoy any other than earthly good. I would merely 
offer these things by way of inquiry, as they respect a 
subject of great importance to me, for a belief in the 
sentiments of * Zuista” would effect in my mind, a 
close of all hopes of life and immortality. P.L. S, 


EE 
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wene 
CHRISTIANITY. 
THERK is no doctrine of christianity, which is more 
generally despised, than that which teaches, that God 
is good to all and that his tender mercies are over all 
his works—that Christ was delivered for our offences 
and raised again for our justification—that, as by the 
offence of one judgment came upon all men to con- 
demunation, even so by the righteousness of one the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification of life— 
that as in Adar all died, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive—that the love of Christ constraineth us, be- 
cause we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead—and that he died for all, that they which live 
shall not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto lim 
which died for them and rose again. ‘l'hat teaches its 
professors, to both ,abour and suffer reproach, because 
they trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of ali 
men, specially of those that believe—‘That teaches, 





favor and heaven, they may recollect that ‘it is not of 


works Jest any man shonid boust, and al! their 





richt- \' 
And likewise, that, 
, 4 


that the grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness 
nd worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in the present world—That instructs us, that Je- 


and robbers, who are striving to gain adimittance into | 


But if} 


works are profitable unto men; and for the interest of 


But in the great salvation of 





sus, who was made a little lower than the angels fur 
the suffering of death, was crowned with glory and hos 
nor, that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man—and that he is not only a propitiation for 
the sins of believers, but for the sins of the whole world, 
There is, I say, no doctrine more generally despised, 
than that which teaches these divine and consolin g 
truths. Those who are at swords points with each 
other, cordially unite in deprecating this doctrine, al- 
though its leading features are in unison with the es- 
sential points of each party that condemns it. Even 
those who believe no doctrine unite with the others in 
condemning ‘luis. One would think, judgiug from the 
abhorrence in which this doctrine is professed to be 
held, that it has no good qualities to recommend it, 
and is the most corrupt and detestable under heaven. 
But thank Heaven, this is not the fact. It only requires 
a very superficial examination to discover, that it is 
more glorious, and more consistent with the divine at- 
tributes than any other. In truth, it is in perfect bar- 
mony, both with the attributes and with the word of 
God. ‘The more it is examined, the more lovely and 
beautiful it appears. Compare it with any of the most 
popular doctrines that are espoused, and it will appear 
as far superior to the best of them, as truth ts to false- 
hood, or light is to darkness. It never becomes dry or 
tedious by contemplation, but, like a great river that 
to refresh aud fertilize 
aud caus- 


sends forth a thousand springs 
the earth, it refreshes and nourishes the soul, 
es it to produce fruit to the glory of God and the hap- 
piness of man. RELLY. 
New York, April 1820. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE 


weer 
“GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 

Mr. Epitor,—When the angel of the Lord visited 
the shepherds on the plains of Judea, he thus addressed 
them; ** Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people ; for unto you 
is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour which 
is Christ the Lord.’ Believing that all, rticipate 
of that celestial spirit which warmed the bosoms of the 
angelic host, and brought forth the sacred song of glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
to men—will rejoice to Jearn that God is by bis word 
and spirit convincing men, and Treading them to the 
knowledge of his trath ; and that it will have a tenden- 
cy to strengthen the weak, confirm the wavering, and 
excite many to serious and candid inquiry, J send you 
the following account of the wonderful triumphs of re- 
deeming love, and the powerful effects of liberal and 
rational inquiry in the towns of Canton aud Stoughton, 


W ho p® 


Massachusetts. 

Althongh for some years past there were a few who 
sincerely believed in God’s universal benevolence ;— 
yet in consequence of that studied and persevering op- 
position, which is every where made to the sentiment, 
and the determination which too frequently exists to 
crush down every one who attempts to exercise the 
privilege of w eoeipenns God according to the dictates 
of his conscience; particularly if he believes in the 
salvation of all italia gospel which is good tidings 
of great joy to all people, was scarcely heard, and men 
were perishing for lack of knowledge. 

The necessity of having something done that might 
arouse the mind from its stupor, and to prepare it seri- 
ously to examine the word of life, induced the small 
number of believers about two years ago to avail them- 
selves of the occasional labours on a week day of the 
brethren in the ministry in Boston and Charlestown.— 
This led to the formation of a regular society, possess- 
ing those rights and immunities which would enable 
them ina regular manner to devise means for | aving 
regular stated preaching on the Sabbath. About the 
$19, twelre persons formed themselves 
‘Their united Is have 


last of January 
into society relationship. 
been blessed of the Lord in a mest surj rising manDer. 


hours 











The number of male members in the short period of 
sixteen months has arisen to one hundred and forty, 
who ave united in the utmost harmony and brotherly 
affection. The surprising works of grace upon the 
heart, which appears in solemn silent attention on the 
Sabbath, the crowded assemblies, the anxious desire in 
the private circle to converse on the scriptures and to 
hear them explained, and the attention paid to reading 
the bible, daily searching to see whether these things 
are so or not, and that they might more perfectly know 
the will of God, brings forcibly to mind the declaration 
of the prophet Zachariah ; ** Not by might nor by pow- 
er, but by the spirit saith the Lord of hosts,” 

The prospect before us is pleasing and encouraging. 
The harvest is truly plenteous, although the labourers 
are but few. Rational and liberal inquiry is abroad in 
the world, and great hopes are entertained, that many 
who heve long been opposed, or neglectful to their 
best interests, are feelingly and sensibly touched with a 
desire to look into those glorious things which apper- 
tain to life and godliness in this world, and honor, glo- 
ry and immortality in that world which is to come ; and 
many are daily applying to be numbered with those 
w'io believe,that ** the Lord is good to all,and his tender 
mercies are over all his works,”’ that the time will come 
when all shall know the Lord from the least to the 
greatest; and who are seriously disposed to devote 
their lives to the service of God—in the cause of hu- 
manity, benevolence, and every christian virtue. C. 

Mey 4, 1829. 
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EXTRACT OF 
“4.4 Fureweill Sermon, preached in Colerain, ( Mass.) 
January 3isf, 1819. By Samurn TAGGART, A. M, 
lule Pastor of the Presbyterian Church on that place.” 
Lately published at Greenfield. Page 17. 


‘“Tuouca I cannot be particular, there are two 
schemes of belief which have at the present day many 
advocates, which 1 cannot pass over in silence. The 
first is the scheme of universal salvation, This, al- 
though it may disown the name, is nearly connected 
with infidelity. That such ascheme should be agreea- 
ble to the depraved heart of man, who like Balaam 
would die the death of the righteous without living his 
life, is not strange ; but that an attempt should be made 


to found it on the bible is truly surprising; and our; 


astonishment would be still greater were not such or 
Similar derelictions of the truth clearly foretold. Two 
things are implied in salvation, which are in their na- 
ture inseparable, viz. a deliverance from misery and a 
preparation for happiness. These things are by this 
scheme separated, and the impenitent sinner is led to 
presume that he may be happy, though totally unpre- 
pared, and in heart neverso much opposed to the hap- 
piness of the heavenly world. The present is no time 
for reasoning on the subject. 
the account of the last judgment, Mat. xxv. be true, 
then the whole scheme is false. The unholy or un- 
righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God, and the 
vessels of mercy must all be previously prepared-for 
glory. 
poses of Jicentiousness may afford a momentary calm 
to the conscience, it will be but a miserable refuge on 
a dying bed.” 
TO THE REV. SAMUEL TAGGART. 

Rev. Sin—I beg you not to suppose that | would 
seem to doubt your sincerity and veracity in general, 
thongh I proceed to ask you, sir, if you-co not know 
that the description of the scheme of Universal Salva- 


is injuriously false. 
ed honesty in other matters, do, at the present day, 
} 


in Juige a habit of misrepresenting the sentiments of 


their religious as well as political opponents. We may 
wonder and lament that the unholy and malignant 
zeal of religious party-spirit should so far actuate such 
as are usually circumspict, just and even generous ; 
bnt that it offen does, what observing man can deny? 
And while I fear that yon, sir, were under its control) 


1 merely observe that if| 
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selt, fora moment, to suppose you destitute of a prin- 
ciple of truth, honor and justice ; though like all falli- 
ble men, you may bave swerved from it at times. 


You say that the scheme of Universal Salvation se- 
parates the deliverance from misery. and the prepara- 
tion for happiness, in the work of salvation ; and leads 
lolally unprepared, and in heari never so much opposed 
to the happiness of the hearenly world.” Do you not 
know, sir, that every word of this is false? You would 
make the world believe that Universalisis think meu 
may go to heaven fota!ly wnaprepared, and opposed to 
iis happiness ; or in other words, in their sins! Sir, 
you cannot produce a singte sentence from all their 
writings, which even implies this idea; you cannot 
name a single teacher of Universalism, that will not 
oppose such a thought as decidedly as you yourself do. 
I do not wish to speak unbecomingly, but | venture to 
tell the world before you, sir, that You DARE NOT 
PLEDGE YOURSELF TO Do IT. 


To be plain with you, Rev. Sir, I cannot but be- 
lieve that, when you wrote the above extract, you were 
perfectly acquainted with the fact that Universalists do 
expressly disavow the idea you have attributed to their 
scheme. To suppose Mr. Taggart ignorant of this so 
well-known fact, would be paying but an ironical com- 
pliment to him, after he has been blessed with so many 
and favorable opportunities for obtaining a knowledge 
of the various religious schemes. You, sir, have been 
priviledged above the common lot of man, in this par- 
ticular: in addition to your early, liberal education, 
and your extensive reading, and your respectable 
standing, for forty years, as a Clergyman, your Country 
has repeatedly placed you in an exalted sphere, where 
you had access to the combined intelligence and infor- 
mation of the United States. In your own town too, 
if my information be correct, you have had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing even the minute particulars of the 
scheme, which you seem to place first on the catalogue 
of damnable heresies,* for it is said that an Universalist 
minister has repeatedly preached and published his 
sentiments there. 


But after all, sir, if you have neglected to acquaint 
yourself with the scheme which you so unmercifully 
stigmatize, and have been so rash as to condemn it 
without knowing what it is, | sincerely ask pardon for 
suspecting that you knowingly misrepresented it. Sure- 
ly, you cannot refuse this, if you consider what cause 
| have for my suspicion. 





But, sir, whether it were through ignorance, or an 
unhappy bitterness, that you thus misrepresented the 
doctrine, possessed, as | can believe you are, of a prin- 
ciple of truth and justice, you need not be told that 
you owe the public, either a prompt recantation, or a 
penitent confession. If yours, Rey. Sir, is the charac- 
ter | been accustomed to revere as Mr. Taggart’s, you 





Although such a prostitution of religion to pur- | 


j been breathed upon us like a pestilence, 
feelings that can yet be wounded, when we suffer in- 


i justice. 





when you wrote the abeve extract, | will net suffer my- 


i; will not decline it. That class of christians, whose 
jdoctrine 1 am endeavouring to rescue from misrepre- 
sentation, has long suffered, and severely too, from this 
| world; but our hearts are not yet withered into apathy 
by the continued slanders and reproaches, which have 
We have 
We have suffered it from you, my christian 
not to your liberalily 
We reflect, also, that 


brother ; and we = appeal 


hot to your justice, for redress, 


tion, which you have published in the above extract, ‘if our sentiments be correct, the present progress of 


It is certain that men of undoubt-/trath is injured, as well as ourselves, when they are 


falsely repcrved; and if, on the other hand, they be so 
fatally wrong as you seem to think, the devil himself 
could scarcely wish to exaggerale our error, 

There are other things in the above extract, which 
should be noticed here, were this the only communica- 
tion on the subject, which will be expected from one 
of us. Your’s in the Gospel of Truth, 


* See the 16 page of the Scrmen. 


; op 6 ; nit Pp ) ? 
the sinner “*/o presume that he maybe happy though | 
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ANSWERS 

Te the Queries proposed for consideration, in a notice 
| lo Correspondents, on page 179. 
|} 1. From their sims, 
} 2. By his precepts and example. 
| J. Salvation from misery, here and hereafter, is ef- 
‘fected, in proportion to the influence, which Christ's 
| precepts and example have in deterring men from sin- 
ning. 

4. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all others, who 
| believed in the Messiah, previously to his appearance 
on earth in the person of Jesus Christ, were and are 
saved from divine vengeance, both here and hereafter, 
in proportion to their obedience to his precepts and to 
their imitation of his example. PRIESTLY. 


{These answers which our friend ** Prirstiy” has 
furnished may be very correct, but they appear to us to 
need some enlargement by way of illustration ; because 
they scem to lead to more questions, such as the fol- 
lowing :—1. If the divine Being were possessed of ven- 
geance towards men how is it that he should send us 
the favour of salvatmon? 2. These answers seem to 
suggest the question, whether salvation from sin, and 
salvation from divine vengeance are the same thing? 
3. They also lead to the question, whether Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob were not in this world, and are not 
now, and will not remain to all eternity under the di- 
vine vengeance, in as great a degree as they come short 
of perfect obedience to the precepts of the Messiah and 
a perfect imitation of his example? 4. We ask if it 
be altogether correet to speak of Abraham’s imitat- 
ing the ecample of Christ who lived many centuries. 
after him. } 





ORDINATIONS. 

On Sunday last, in the University Chapel, at Cam- 
bridge, the Rev. ANDREW BIGELow was ordained to 
the work of the Christian Ministry. Introductory 
Prayer, by the Rev. Professor Ware ; Sermon hy Rev. 
President Kirkland ; Ordaining Prayer, by Rev. Dr. 
Foster; Charge, by Rev. Dr. Osgood ; Right Hand of 
Fellowship, by Rev. Mr. Gannet; Concluding Prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. Lowell. 

On Wednesday, the 10th inst. the Rev. MARSHALL 
SHED was ordained to the pastoral care of the church 
and society in Acton, Mass. 

On Wednesday of last week, Mr. Cuantes JEnK- 
1ns was ordained to the work of the gospel ministry as 
pastor of the second Congregational church and secie- 
ty in Greenfield, Mass. 


T'o Correspondents. 

We have received several Commmunications from 
our esteemed correspondents, ‘* Relly,” ** A Parent,” 
*C,” “ Parisboner,’? ** Murray,” and * By” which 
will receive due attention. 








MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Thomas. 
H. Perkins, jr. to Miss Frances Henrietta Rebecca 
Dumaresque. 

By the Kev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. George How, mer. to. 
Miss Sarah Marean. 

By the Rev, Mr. Ballou, Mr. Daniel Cutter. to Miss 
Eliza S. Woodward, 

By the Rev. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. David Marden to Miss 
Mary Seavey, boin of Portsmouth, N. H. 





-———— = 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Ebenezer Pem- 
berton, bsg. aged 53,—Miss Sarah Cate, 16.—Widow: 
Surali Jones, 70,.—Mrs. Sarah, wile of Mr. Geo. Earne. 
est, 3J1.—Miiss Maria Cowell. —Oliver H. third’ son of 
Mr. Henry Goodrich, 5.—Mrs. Amy Farnham, 7g,— 
Mr. Samuel Drinkwater, son of Capt. Sam’) Drink wa- 





ter, of Northport, Me. 14—Caroline, youngest ¢fild off 
IMr. Zachens J wes, 2.— Mer. James Allen, 23,4 native, 
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Annee 


WRITTEN AFTER ATTENDING A FUNERAL. 


JIARK! what dismal silence reigns ; 
Methinks that death has been along, 
And on some favourite laid his claims, 
And mov’'d her to the hollow tomb. 


The striking clock sounds dreary now, 
Like tolling death-bells dismal ring, 
Fach vacant room presents to view 
The king of terror’s wasting sting 


The mourning weed, and black attire, 
The emblem, or the badge of woe, 
Bid social mirth and glee retire, 
Before those tears that gently flow. 


But yet, more torturing yet to view 
Her image, in that infant smile, 
That rests upon young Mary's brow ; 
The only still surviving child. 


Methinks I see a train full long 

Of pensive mourners slow repair, 

To view the deep dug silent tomb, 
And lodge my Hannah’s relics there. 


Oh mother earth! Oh wasting urn! 
Take to thy charge this sacred dust, 
Prove faithful to a child, a worm, 
That is committed to thy trust. 


The sounding death groans heard no more, 
The midnight watch may take their rest ; 
They ’re needed not; her pangs are o’er, 
And she, with independence blest. 


She lives triumphant over death, 

Eternal life and endless youth 

Form her attire ; and every breath 

Draws fresh immortal life and truth. 
BAKZILLALI. 
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** For wehave not an High Priest who cannot be 
touched wilh the feelings of our infirmities ; but was 
Tn ali points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 
WHEN gathering clouds around I view, 
And days are dark, and friends are few, 
On Him I lean, who not in vain, 
Experienced every human pain ; 
He sces my wants, allays my fears, 
And counts and treasurcs up my tears. 


If aught should tempt my soul to stray 
From heavenly virtue’s narrow way, 
To fly the ,ood I would pursue, 

Or do the sin I would not do, 

Still he who felt temptation’s power, 
Shall guard me in that dangerous hour. 


If wounded love my bosom swell, 
Deceiv’d by those I priz’d too well, 
He shall his pitying aid bestow, 
Who felt on earth seveicr woe ; 

At once betrayed, denied, or fled, 
By all that shared his daily bread. 


When vexing thoughts within me rice, 
And sore dismayed my spirit dies, 

Yet he who once vouchsaf‘d to bear 
The sickening anguish of despair, 

Shall sweetly soothe, shall gently dry, 
The throbbing heart, the streaming eye. 


When sorrowing o’er some stone I bend, 
Which covers all that was a friend ; 
And from his voice, his hand, his smile, 
Divides me fora little while. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Thou, Saviour, see’st the tears 1 shed, 
For thou didst weep o*er Lazarus dead. 


And O, woenlhave fe past, 
Through every confict—but the last, 
Still, still unchawging, watch beside 


My paintul bed—for thou hast died ; 
Then point to realins of cloudless day, 


And wipe the Jstest tear away 


ye 
* 
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RAN 
Dialozue between a Universalist and a Limiiarian. 
CUNTINVED FROM PAGE 184. 

Uni. On account of the established tradition of the 
church, which grew out of the superstitions ef the Gen- 
tiles, the main doctrines of christianity became totally 
obscured, and though the name of cl ristianity was es- 
poused, being set up by the Roman authority, the doe- 
irines of gentilism became the creed of the church. 
This done, there was but a little difficulty in accommo- 
dating the many passages of scripture, which speak of 
the judements of God on nations and individuals for 
their wickedness, to the nations of ancient superstition ; 
for the worldly wisdom which was employed in bringing 
over the Gentiles to the profession of christianity found 
it to be more easy to accommodate the scriptures to 
the snperstitions of the Gentiles, than to effect any 
change in their sentiments, This accounts for all the 
erroneous applications of scripture to a future judg- 
ment in another state ofexistence. Even the particu- 
lar judgments, which were evidently restricted to par- 
ticular nations, and to certain periods of time, have 
been transferred to a future state, and used to set up 
and maintain the opinion that in another world al] men 
will be judged and rewarded according to their works 
in this. The doctrine of eternal punishment, the doc- 
*rine of an eternal hell, the doctrine of a real being. 
who is called the devil, who is the king and ruler of 
hell, though they all belong to christianity according to 
established tradition, are all the old superstitions of 
the heathen, and are found in their mythology.— 
This being the situation of the church, it is natural to 
suppose, that these superstitions, if ever overcome, 
would be done away by degrees. The light of natural 
reason combining with many clear passages of scripture, 
which spezk of the universal goodness of God, and of 
his impartiality in the distribution of his grace, was able 
to make an attack on the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment, at a period when great darkness reigned, and 
when even those who were enabled to see aray of 
celestial light which indicated the final salvation of 
all mankind, were still involved in the traditions of the 
church, which had established the application of many 
passages of scripture to a future judgment and to a state 
of punishmentin another world. Therefore, those who 
first espoused the doctrine of universal salvation, after 
the apostacy, were able to contemplate it only as it could 


be rendered consistent with all the other superstitions of | 


the church, which they were not yet able to call in 
question. Having been educated in the traditional no- 
tion that the wicked would be punished in a future 
state, they were only able to see the possibility of a de- 
liverance from hell in some far distant age of eternity ; 
and it is highly probable that the papal doctrine of a 
purgatory contributed to the establishment of certain 
minds in this opinion, 
rewarding men for their good conduet in this life, in a 
future state, and of punishing ten for their bad con- 
duct in this mortal body, in another world and in a dif- 


ferent constitution, lias been, by many universalists, | 


called in question and disbelieved, while those passages 
of scripture, which were generally understood as poiut- 
ing to this common s¢ vtiment about rewards and pun- 
ishments in a future world, have been understood to 
have theiy most natural application to rewards and pun- 
is:ments exercised by the divine economy in the pre- 
sent estate of existence. At this time there are those 





who profess to be universalists, who believe ia a state of 
vunishment in the future world, in which the wicked 
will be tormented in literal fire and brimstone for ages 
ind ages, after which being by such dreadful tortures, 
humbled to repentance, they wili be received to ever. 
lasting rest. ‘There are others, who believe that those 
who leave this wor'd ina state of unbeliefand of a sinful 
ebaracter,will wander in such darkness of mind as they 
were in while living, and experience the corodings of 
conscience until they are enlightened and receive a ma- 

‘festation of divine grace,by which they will be brought 
mt of darkness into heht, love, and peace. Others are 
onable to learn from the scriptures, that our foture ex- 
istence, concerning which, all we know is manifested 
by the resurrection of Jesus, who has become the firs¢ 
fruits of them that slept, will in any case be dependent 
on the degrees of moral light obtained while on earth, 
or the obedience or disobedience to moral precepts 
here ina mortal state. They are unable to learn from 
the sacred oracles, that God has revealed any other 
state of human existence, than the mortal and immor- 
tal, the earthly and the heavenly. Nor can they learn 
that the mortal, the earthly, the sinful, the mutable 
state extencs beyond this natural life. They believe 
that our heavenly Father has manifested no other fu- 
ture existence than what he has brouglit to light by the 
resurrection of his holy child Jesus, who in his resur- 
rection is the first fruits of them that slept, the first 
born of every creature, 

As the resurrection state of Jesus is every were re- 
presented as glorious, and beyond the reach of any pos- 
sible evil, so it scems that if all who die in Adam are 
made alive in Christ, they will be partakers of the same 
glory, and as entirely beyond the induence of evil. 
These thoughts seem to be set forth not only in the 
words of the apostle which we have already quoted 
from 1 Cor. 15, but if possible more fully, by the fol- 
lowing from the same chapter; ** =o also is the resur- 
rection of the dead; it is sown in corruption, it is rais- 
ed in incorruption ; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised 
in glory ; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power ; 
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
And so it is written, that the first man Adain was nade 
a living soul, the last Adam was mace a quickening 
spirit; and as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. For this 
corruption must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality... Now, my dear sir, I will 
thank you to take this subject into careful considera- 
tion, and if you can find that our heavenly Father hes 





More recently the doctrine of 


revealed any other state of existence for mankind, than 
the two states, of which the apostle speaks in the 
above passages, be so kind as to inform me that | may 
| be able to advance in the knowledge of this subject, 
eewrryns which I have spent much anxious study anc 
careful investigation. 


} 
j 


TO BRE CONTINUED. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

| A yolume of Sermons. delivered in Philadel- 
| phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
/Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
|Church inthat place.—VDrice 62 1-2 cents. 

'The Cuip’s Scriprurar Catrcnism.by the Rev. 
| Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
iin Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and & cents single 





An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
/ FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
‘tory of the Anthor’s Life.—By =atmon Durron, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 

The Trial; Calvin and Liopiins vs. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 
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